
The 2006 annual general meeting will take place in the Swindon area on Saturday 1st July and will
include the opportunity to visit the impressive GWR Steam museum at the old railway works in
Swindon

The itinerary is as follows:

10:15—11:00—ring at Christchurch, Swindon;
Walk from Christchurch to St. Mark’s church;

11:30—12:15—ring at St. Mark’s, Swindon;
12:15—13:30—Annual General Meeting, St.Mark’s church;
Lunch—own arrangements;

Afternoon visit to the GWR Steam museum.
No arrangements have been made for lunch, so you can either take lunch in Swindon town centre
or wait until you arrive at the museum.

Swindon station is situated on the Great Western mainline and is served by trains from First Great
Western For travel arrangements to and from Swindon, please make enquiries through National
Rail Enquiries on 08457 484950 or via the internet at www.nationalrail.co.uk

Further details of Great Western services can be obtained from their information centre:

www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk

Members can catch a bus from Swindon bus station to Christchurch. The bus station is a short walk
from the railway station and well signposted:

Thamesdown Transport service 10 & 11 depart from stop U in Fleming Way (near the bus station)
at 05, 20, 35 & 50 minutes past each hour. EXACT FARES ONLY ON THESE SERVICES.

Stagecoach service 70 (10 past the hour) & 72 (03, 23, 43 past the hour) depart from the bus sta-
tion proper.

Please alight at Prospect for Christchurch.

It is suggested that a day-rover ticket is the best (£2.50). This allows all-day riding in the Swindon
area.

If anyone wants to be met at Swindon station and escorted to the bus station, please give Pete
Tombs a call on 01793 723956 or 07786 083278. Alternatively, email him at:

peter.tombs@which.net or peter.tombs@wolseley.co.uk

Further details about facilities in Swindon town can be gained from their website:

www.swindon.gov.uk
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:

 Full 2006 itinerary at a
glance!;

 Brunel peal details and 200
stamp competition flop!

 A blast from the past—old
photographs flood in!
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 AGM information
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2006 SUBSCRIPTIONS
2006 subscriptions are now due and a white renewal form is attached to this newsletter if your subs are still outstanding. Subs can be
sent in the post to the Secretary or can be paid in person at the AGM.

As you are aware, subs have been at £5.00 for adults and £2.50 for juniors / OAPs for some years now and it was agreed at the AGM
that they will continue at this rate for the next year as well. As normal, if you are paying by cheque, please make sure that cheques are
made payable to   “The Railway Industries Association of Church Bell Ringers”  rather than the “Railway Guild” or “ Guild of 
Railway Ringers” - It makes paying them into the account so much easier if made out correctly! Thanks for your help!

Tony Manktelow - Secretary

You’ll remember me making the following rash statement in the last Wheeltapper:

“In the mean-time, you could win a set of Brunel 200 stamps by submitting an article for the
next issue of Wheeltapper. A set of the stamps (shown above) will be given to the most in-
teresting article submitted on the subject of ‘railway bells’ or something along the same sort 
of line! The Secretary and Chairman will decide the winner and their decision will be final.
Submissions must be with the Secretary by 1st June at the latest.

Get writing and submit your entries to grrsecretary@aol.com or send in the post.”

Well, the 1st of June came and went and, as Old Mother Hubbard might of said “the postbag and email box was bare…”

Even the possibility of winning a prize can’t get you to contribute!  Maybe the prize was not attractive enough?  I’ll get together with
the chairman and see what other carrots we can dangle in front of you!  In the meantime, I’ll extend the stamp offer to a 1st August
deadline!  We’ve got to get rid of them at sometime!!! So get writing!!!!!!

BRUNEL STAMP COMPETITION—OR “HOW BIG IS MY CARROT?”
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SHEFFIELD SUPERTRAM TOUR—FROM THE ORGANISER 'S CHAIR !
This is my version of what happened in Sheffield :

Sixteen members and visitors turned out at various times of day to join the
tour of Sheffield on 1st April, which had all the excitement of the
fairground.

Firstly, I had the excitement of wondering if it was going to happen at all.
I took on the responsibility of organising the tour at last year's AGM on
16th July. Only four towers - easy to organise - needn't do anything till
December, I thought. Wrong! Only four towers demanded four iterations of
the day's program. I had a workable plan with only weeks to spare.

Secondly, we had the excitement of unannounced engineering works on East
Coast and Midland Main Lines. Would we get to Sheffield in time? Our
members from Tyneside didn't - sadly they missed the first tower.

Sheffield in early Spring sunshine was an attractive town. It was built on
seven hills, we were told. We had all the excitement of a fairground ride as the trams romped up them and plunged down them,
speeding round tight curves in between.

Lastly, we had the excitement of wondering if our tour leader was lost and if we were ever going to get to the towers at all. We ad-
mired the work of those who planned the tram system and of the engineers who built it. However, it was obvious that there wasn't a
single bell ringer amongst them. Every tower, it seemed, was a mile's walk - uphill - from the nearest tram stop. For those who keep
note of such things we walked five and a quarter miles and climbed 250 feet. The Guild of Rambling Ringers tell me that as a
result we all qualify for their Bronze (Faithful Follower) badge.*

* = well, it was April 1st. PTO:



I will remember:

the (officially un)ring(able) 6 at Walkley in what appeared to be
a mid-terrace church;

the Red Indians on the way to the ring of 8 at St Marie's RC
Cathedral and the rope of character and history on the tenor
there;

the fact that the path to the nice ring of 6 at Beighton wasn't
obvious or signposted and that we risked life and limb crossing a
busy road instead;

the fact that someone turned up to let us ring the pleasant 8 at
Norton at quarter past five when we had agreed to ring there at
quarter to five. Lucky the curate was there;

the fact that it only rained when we were in doors!

Chris Hutchinson

WHEELTAPPER

BLAST FROM THE PAST—2! THE SIDEBURN ERA !

Blimey,  I’ve opened the floodgates now!  We have received some gems since my plea in the last Wheeltapper!  But please, don’t stop
sending them in, I’m sure there are lots of good ones out there still to be published!

Contrary to the claim of one member, the last picture (Spring 2006 Wheeltapper) was not of a Cuban touring party and the ringer on the
end was definitely not Fidel Castro! The actual picture was of a quarter peal at Addington (one of the churches we visited on the Croy-
don tram trip). Details below:

11/07/1987 Addington S Mary
Surrey

1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor
in 39 min

1. Stuart Bamforth

2. J Susan Bassett

3. Christopher J Bassett

4. Tony Manktelow

5. Paul Balmer

6. Tony Godber (cond)

Rung by the S&T members of the
Railway Guild. Thought to be the
first Departmental quarter peal.

The picture in this issue (above) is of a joint Western and Southern region quarter peal day around Taunton in 1976. Two of the ringers
are pictured elsewhere in this issue. Can you name them and the other ringers? Answers to the Secretary please!
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Guild members gather at Cathedral stop in preparation for the
afternoon’s ‘exercise’ (little did they know…….)
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AUTUMN TOUR—THE M ID NORFOLK RAILWAY (16TH SEPTEMBER)

The 2006 Autumn tour will be based on the Mid Norfolk Railway, running between Dereham and Wymondham. A chance to sample
the line , ring on some fine Norfolk bells and drink some Wherry!

You can get information on the line from the Mid Norfolk Railway’s website:

www.mnr.co.uk

Full details of the tour will appear in the next issue of Wheeltapper.

MORE RAILWAY BELLS , RAILWAY PUBS & PUB BELLS !

Chris Hutchinson has produced another gem from his photographic archive of railway bells pubs!

This view shows the old Railway Bell in
Gravesend, Kent. It has obviously seen better
days and is dwarfed by the modern carbuncle
of a Tesco superstore behind it!

Chris Durrant has also recently submitted this photograph of an
old pub sign for a pub once named ‘The Railway’.  Unfortunately, the pub has now 
been renamed without a railway theme—another
one lost to history...

Whereas, the Bell Inn at Walberswick in Suffolk
has kept its name but in a recent overhaul has lost
its fine church bell! The sign now shows a sailor
on-board ship, ringing the ship’s bell!
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Steam is a great day out for the whole family, young and old alike, so bring the family with you to the AGM! If steam is not
their thing, there are plenty of other interesting things to see and do, with the huge retail park, the National Trust HQ and
the National archive store on site. There are also plenty of outlets to eat and drink at!

The museum is situated in the old railway works at Swindon and once housed part of the huge Great Western Railway loco-
motive plant. At the museum you can follow the incredible story of the GWR through lots of imaginative displays and
plenty of hands-on exhibits. You can build a bridge and shunt wagons, have a go at putting a locomotive together or take a
ride on the museum’s own train-driving simulator!

The museum is laid out in such a way that you
can get very close to all exhibits and can actu-
ally see inside some of them, like coaches and
locomotive footplates.

Steam is family friendly with facilities available
for young and old alike.

The museum is open between 09:00 and 17:00
on the day of the AGM, so make sure you get
along to it quickly after the AGM to make the most of the remaining afternoon!

Afterwards, why not enjoy a pint at the Glue Pot pub, located near the museum, close to the old GWR railway village. A
truly wonderful pub with great atmosphere and the last time we looked, it had eight real ales on sale!

Admission prices to Steam are as follows: Adults £5.95, Children 5-16 years £3.95, Children under 5 are free, Senior Citi-
zens £3.95, Students £3.95. Family reductions are also available: Family ticket for 2 adults & 2 children £15.20, Family
ticket for 2 adults and 3 children £18.30.

The museum also has a section dedicated to the life and work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel,
the engineering genius behind the GWR. In creating virtually every aspect of the line between
London and Bristol, Brunel built the world’s first high speed rail network and created routes 
and landscapes that we still use and see today.

You’ll also find out about the army of unsung heroes, the craftsmen and workers who la-
boured, and often died, to bring Brunel’s vision to life.
Further details of the GWR Steam Museum can be gained from their website:

www.steam-museum.org.uk

Or telephone: 01793 466646

Don’t forget to enter the Guild’s competition (page 2) to win a set of Brunel stamps!



Email us at:

grrsecretary@aol.com

A peal was successfully rung by the Guild in Bristol to celebrate the 200th anni-
versary of Brunel’s birth.

Guild of Railway Ringers

Bristol, SS Philip & Jacob

Saturday, 8 April 2006 in 3hr 10m (19)

5040 Grandsire Triples (Holt's Original)

1 Susan E Marsden

2 Colin A Johnson

3 Tony Skilton

4 Robin A Grant

5 Ken G Baker

6 Gavin D Bennett

7 Christopher F Mew (C)

8 Peter J Munday

Rung as part of the 'Brunel 200' celebrations to mark the 200th anniversary of
the birth of Isambard Kingdom Brunel

Guild Secretary
19 Bull Close

Bozeat
Northamptonshire

Phone: 01933 665113
Fax: 01933 663846

Mobile: 07771 612321
E-mail: grrsecretary@aol.com

THE GUILD OF RAILWAY
RINGERS

1st July 2006:

2006 AGM at Swindon’s STEAM museum.

16th September 2006:

Guild autumn meeting on the Mid Norfolk Railway.

And there will be Spring, Summer AGM and Autumn tours
next year. Dates to be agreed at the forth-coming AGM in
Swindon

Please note that other events can and may be held in addi-
tion to these dates. Please feel free to volunteer to arrange
a tour!

Details should be sent to the Secretary for inclusion in
Wheeltapper.

All Guild events are also advertised in The Ringing World.

Tony Manktelow - Secretary

GUILD DIARY—MAKE A RECORD OF
THE DATES

The Real First Peal for the new Guild!

BRUNEL PEAL DETAILS

Paul Marshall corrects an editorial error in an earlier Wheeltapper! This
was the first peal for the new Guild, not Darlington as stated previously!

1st December 1990: Bridgnorth St Mary Magdalene

5040 Grandsire Triples

1. C Susan Maiden

2. Susan Frodsham

3. Andrew Ellis

4. Paul J Marshall

5. T John Frodsham

6. Russell D Maiden

7. Michael J Robinson (C)

8. Allen Bellamy

First peal for the Association. To mark the 25th anniversary of the forma-
tion of the Severn Valley Railway. First Grandsire triples: 2 & 4, and as
conductor

The successful Brunel peal band outside
the church of SS Phillip & Jacob, just
down the road from Temple Meads sta-
tion in Bristol. Saturday 8th April 2006.


